VELA VELA:  South African music and the oral tradition
This interest session offers the unique opportunity to learn black South African choral music in the oral tradition and to explore how we can use recorded media to create a more informed and authentic performance.

In this interest session, I will teach two South African songs from my DVD, Vela Vela: Striving for Authentic Performance in Black South African Choral Music.  I will then discuss why and how I created the DVD and demonstrate how we can use recorded media to see how this music is performed visually with dance movements, learn vocal tone and pronunciation directly from native speakers, and hear South Africans talk about the roles that music plays in their lives.  This presentation is relevant for choirs of all ages and backgrounds, and the music can be adapted for any combination of voice-parts.  As music educators, we can use media like Vela Vela to give our singers a deeper understanding of music’s connection to a culture’s history, society, politics, religion and language, and draw more deeply upon music to build authentic connections to other cultures.  
