Singing to Survive: South African choral music and the struggle against HIV/AIDS
This session offers music educators the opportunity to learn, through a number of songs, how South Africans are using the unique power of choral music to stop the spread of HIV, break down social stigma, provide comfort to those affected, educate about prevention and unite and inspire communities to take action.  Through learning songs that are being sung about HIV, viewing video footage of performances and interviews, and listening to recordings, educators will gain an understanding of the complexity of the AIDS crisis in South Africa and the powerful role that music plays in the struggle to defeat the epidemic.

During this session, educators will learn about how a small group of singers in a Cape Town township are using music to educate their communities about HIV prevention, and how a famous group of singers in Soweto sing choral music to raise money to help those suffering with HIV.  They will learn about a choir based at a Durban hospital that uses choral music to provide comfort to those who are infected, and to educate their families about how to support them.  They will learn about the Treatment Action Campaign’s choir, who sings songs protesting the government’s policies surrounding HIV, and they will learn about the choirs at Durban Westville Prison that sing about their struggles to attain life-saving anti-retrovirals.  Lastly, they will learn about school children who sing about HIV, and the strength that this music gives them in the face of adversity.
This session will also give educators insight into the strong connections between history and culture in South Africa by exploring how South Africans have adapted music from one struggle to another to resist all forms of oppression, from colonialism to apartheid to HIV. Lastly, educators will learn some of these songs in the course of the session, giving them a deeper understanding of the power of learning South African choral music in the oral tradition.   
